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TO THE 
CLERGY and INHABITANTS 


OF THE ciTIES OF 
LONDON and WESTMINSTER. 
My BRET HREN AND FRIENDS, 
IE relation I ſtand in to you, 
is a daily call upon me to con- 
ſider the fpiritug{ ſtate of theſe great 
cities; and thay I doubt rot but God 


has many fairhful and choſen ſervants 


among you, yetthe general view of the 
wickedneſs ande corruption that a- 
bound, and are ſpreading far and wide, 
gives me, and mult give to every ſeri- 


ous Chriſtian very painful reflexions: 


it is hardly poſſible to think of the 

hiſtory of providence, recorded in 

holy writ, and the many examples of 

divine juſtice exerciſed, ſometimes in 
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4 To the Clergy and People 
puniſhing, ſometimes in utterly deſ- 
troying wicked nations, or cities, 
without being ſenſibly affected with 
apprehenſions for ourſelves: but more 
eſpecially have we reaſon to fear, when 
we ſee the beginning of ſorrows, and 
the diſpleaſure of the Almighty ma- 
nifeſted in the calamities we ſuffer un- 
der, and in the ſigns and tokens given 
us to expect a far more dreadful judg- 
ment. 
It is every man's duty, and it is 
mine to call upon you, to give attenti- 


on to all the warnings which God in 


his mercy affords to a ſinful people: 


ſuch warning we have had, by two 


great ſhocks of an earthquake; a war- 


ning, which ſeems to have been im- 
mediately and eſpecially directed to 


theſe great cities, and the neighbour- 
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3 | hood of them: where the violence 


of the earthquake was ſo ſenſible, tho' 
in diſtant parts hardly felt, that it will 


be blindneſs wilful and inexcuſable 
not to apply to ourſelves this ſtrong 
ſummons, from God, to repentance. 


Thoughtleſs or hardened ſinners 


may be deaf to theſe calls; and little 


philoſophers, who ſee a little, and but 
very little into natural cauſes, may 
think they ſee enough to account for 
what happens, without calling in the 
aid and aſſiſtance of a ſpecial provi- 
dence; not conſidering, that God 
who made all things, never put any 
thing out of his own power, but has 


all nature under command to ſerve 


his purpoſes in the government of the 


world. but be their imaginations to 


themſelves, the ſubject is too ſerious 
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6 To the Clergy and People 


for trifling; and calls us off to other 


If we conſider the general govern- 


ment of the world by God, and up- 


on what reaſons and motives he acts, 


when he brings calamities and plagues 
upon any people: or if we recollect 
from hiſtory ſacred and profane, 
what ſtate and condition with reſpect 
to religion and morality, the people 
were in, who have been examples of 
juſtice: and then compare our own 
caſe with the general reaſon by which 
providence acts, and with the circum- 
ſtances of thoſe by whoſe example we 
ought to take warning, we ſhall ſoon 
diſcover whether there be juſt reaſon 
for our apprehenſions. if thoſe who 


have been deſtroyed by fire from hea- 
ven, or ſwallowed up by the earth 3 


were ſinners, and we are righteous, 
let us fear nothing, nor be diſmayed, 


of London and Weſtminſter. 7 


tho' the foundations of the earth be 
removed: but if our conſciences tell 
us, that we have ſinned after their ex- 
ample, what conſolation is there to 
be had againſt the juſt expectation of 
ſuffering after their example alſo? 
The ſame concluſion will ariſe 
from a contemplation of God's gene- 
ral providence; which tho' it is not 
daily exerted in puniſhing all men, or 
all vices that deſerve it; yet is always 
armed with power to ſtop outrageous 
wickedneſs ; and he has told us in his 
holy word, what we may expect from 
his juſtice, when we are grown har- 
dened and obdurate againſt his mer- 
CY. 
Upon theſe principles let your 
A 4 


VICveQ$s = .y,jz APs - Ld LS 
wot ww ac „ o — » 


8 To the Clergy and People 


own caſe be examined, but who ſhall 


be your accuſer? ſhall I ? God forbid, - 


my heart's deſire and prayer to God 
for you is, that you may be ſaved. 
hear me then with patience, not as 
your accuſer, but as your faithful ſer- 


vant and miniſter in Chriſt Jeſus, war- 


ning you to flee from the wrath that 
is to come. 


Had this part of the world had 


leſs knowledge and leſs light, they 


might have ſome excuſe, and ſome 
hope that God would wink at the 
times of their ignorance: but they 
have had the light, and have loved 
darkneſs:the goſpel of Chriſt in which 
all thegoodneſs and mercy of God are 
diſplay d through the redemption pur- 
chaſed by the blood of Chriſt;in which 
the aid and comfort of the holy ſpirit 


of London and Weſtminſter. 9 
of God is offered to all who diligently 
ſeek it; in which the hopes and fears 
of eternity are diſplayed to guard us 
againſt the temptations of fin; has 
been not only rejected, but treated 
with a malicious ſcorn; and all our 
hopes in Chriſt repreſented as deluſi- 
ons and impoſitions upon the weak- 
neſs of men. how has the preſs for 
many years paſt ſwarmed with books, 


| ſome to diſpute, ſome to ridicule the 


great truths of religion, both natural 
and revealed, I ſhall mention no 
particular caſes, there is no need for 
it; the thing is notorious. I wiſh the 
guilt in this inſtance was confined to 
the authors only, and that no body 
elſe was anſwerable for it: but the ear- 
neſtneſs with which theſe books were 


{ought after, the pleaſure and appro- 


10 TotheClergy and People 
bation with which they were recciy- 
ed, are too ſtrong indications of the 
general taſte to be diſſembled; and 
the induſtry uſed to diſperſe theſe 
books at home and abroad, and eſpe- 
cially to our plantations in America; 
to which great numbers, and at a 
great expence have been conveyed ; 
are proofs of ſuch malice againſt the 
goſpel and the holy author of it, as 
would not be born even in a Maho- 
metan country. in this branch of 


trade, this great city beats all the 


world; it is become even the mart for 


infidelity. 


It required no great ſagacity to 
foreſee what the conſequence would 


be of the pains taken to unſettle 
all principles of religion. infidelity 


and immorality are too nearly allied, 


of London and Weſtminſter. 11 
to be long ſeparated ; and though 


ſome have pretended to preſerve a 


ſenſe of virtue without the aid of 


religion, yet experience has ſhewed 
that people who have neither hopes 
nor fears with reſpect to another 


world, will ſoon abuſe this by indul- 


ging the worſt of their paſſions, and 
will not regard man, when once they 
have learned to diſregard God. 

Whether this be our caſe, let every 
man judge by what he hears and ſees; 


by what, indeed, he muſt hear and ſee, 


if he lives amongſt us. blaſphemy and 
horrid imprecations domineer in our 
ſtreets, and poor wretches are every 
hour wantonly and wickedly calling 
for damnation on themſelves and o- 
thers, which ma he (tis much to be 


1 


fcared) too near them already. add to 


12 To the Clergy and People 
this the lewdneſs and debauchery that 
prevail amongſt the loweſt people, 
which keeps them idle, poor, and 
miſerable, and renders . them inca- 
pable of getting an honeſt livelihood 
for themſelves and families; the num- 
ber of lewd houſes, which trade in 
their vices, and which mult at any rate 

be paid for making ſin convenient to 
them; and it will account for villai- 
nies of another kind, which are grow- 
ing ſo faſt as to be inſupportable, and 


almoſt incurable: for, where is the 


wonder that perſons ſo abandoned 
ſhould be ready to commit all ſorts 
of outrage and violence? —A city 
without religion can never be a ſafe 
place to dwell in. 

'The unnatural ewdncſs, of which 
we have heard ſo much of late, is 
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London and Weſtminſter. 13 
ſomething more than brutiſh, and 
can hardly be mentioned without of- 
fending chaſte ears, and yet cannot 
be paſled over entirely in ſilence, be- 


cCauſc of the particular mark of divine 


vengeance ſet upon it in the deſtruc- 
tion of Sodom by fire from heaven. 


Dreadful example! 


But theſe vices are ſo enormous, 
that 'tis to be hoped the generality 
of our people are not guilty ; I hope 
in God they are not, I truſt they are 
not. but how unhappy is it for this 


country, that there ſhould be any 


ground even for ſuſpicion that theſe 
vices are growing to be common 
But to go one ſtep further 
When men, not content with in- 
dulging their own brutiſh paſlions, 
take pains to corrupt others, they act 


14 To the Clergy and People 
with ſuch cool and diabolical malice as 
outdoes former examples, and ſeems 
to be a challenge to the power and 
juſtice of God Have not all the a- 
bominations of the public ſtews been 
opened to view by lewd pictures ex- 
poſed to ſale at noon- day? have not 
hiſtories or romances of the vileſt 
proſtitutes been publiſhed, intended 
merely to diſplay the moſt execrable 
ſcenes of lewdneſs ; lewdneſs repre- 
ſented without diſguiſe, and nothing 
omitted that might inflame the cor- 
rupt paſſions of the youth of the na- 
tion: what was the encouragement 
for men to dare giving ſuch an affront 
not only to the common ſenſe, but 
to the common law of the country? 
was it not the quick ſale theſe pictures 
and theſe books had ? and is not this 
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a deplorable circumſtance, and fad in- 
ſtance of the corrupt * of 
many among us? 

Is it to be wondered at, after fo 
much pains taken to corrupt the reli- 
gion and morals of the people, that 
they ſhould be indiſpoſed to attend to 
any thing ſerious, or that they grow 
ſick of religion, which has no com- 
forts for them ; that they fly from the 
church and crowd to the playhouſe: 
that they are tired of themſelves, and 
their own thoughts, and want to loſe 
themſelves in company from morning 
to night? it is this unhappy, unſettled 
ſtate of mind that has introduced a 
kind of general idleneſs among the 
people, and given riſe to almoſt infinite 
places of diverſion in and about this 
town; it were well if they were places 
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16 To the Clergy and People 


places for carrying on worſe buſi- 


Saviour ſaid to the Jews upon ano- 


of diverſion only ; but they are often 


neſs,and give opportunities to the pro- 
fligate to ſeduce the innocent, who 
often meet their ruin, where they on- 
ly came for pleaſure— While I was 
writing this I caſt my eye upon a 
news-paper of the day, and counted 
no leſs than fifteen advertiſements for 
plays, operas, muſic, and dancing, 
for meetings at gardens, for cock- 
fighting, prize-fighting, &c. ſhould 
this paper, (as many of our news- 
papers do) go abroad, what an idea 
muſt it give to all the churches abroad, 
of the manner in which Lent is kept 
in thisproteſtant country ? what our 


ther occaſion, you have turned the 
* houſe of prayer intoa den of thieves,” 


_— 
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may with a little variation, be applied 
to ourſelves, we have turned this ſeaſon. 
appointed for ſerious reflexions, and 
humiliation of body and ſpirit, in- 
to a time of mirth and jollity, of mu- 
ſic, dancing, and riotous living. 

How far this ſpirit of indolence 
and idleneſs has gone, and to what 
exceſs, may be ſeen in all orders a- 
mong us; friendly viſits for converſa- 
tion are become inſipid things, and 
are degenerated into meetings for 

gaming, where people hardly known 
to each other, are invited by one 
tye only, the love of play: which 
{eems now to be, not an amuſement 
or diverſion, but a ſerious buſineſs of 
life, and one would think a neceſſary- 
one, by ſeeing how ſome children 
are trained up to it. 
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18 Totte Clergy und People 

There ĩs a great and a gries%.s e- 
vil among us, which naturally ſprings 
from the diſorders before mentioned: 
I mean the great increaſe of Popery 
in this kingdom. when men have 
loſt all principles of religion, and are I 
loſt to all ſenſe of morality, they are 
prepared to receive any ſuperſtition, | 
whenever the decay of health, or the 
croſs accidents of life revive the fears 
of futurity; which may be ſtifled, but 
cannot be extinguiſhed ; fuch perſons | 
not able to digeſt the wholeſome food 
of repentance, by which their ſpiri- 
tual condition might be gradually 
mended, greedily ſwallow the high 
cordial of abſolution, which like other 
cordials gives ſome prefent caſe, but 
works no cure. and with reſpect to 
people of a ſerious and religious turn 
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e- of n d, the manifeſt and almoſt ge- 
169 MW neral contempt, or at leaſt neglect, of 
ed: the duties of religion gives a great ad- 


ry vantage to the emiſſaries of Rome to 


wre impoſe on their weakneſs, and to per- 
re ſuade them that they can have no 
re hopes in the religion of a church, 


where religion itſelf is hardly to be 
found. 

Lay theſe things together; and 
what more your own obſcrvation and 
reflexion may furniſh,and much more 
they may furniſh ; and then aſk your 
heart, whether you have not reaſon 
to fear, that God will viſit for theſe 
things. if your heart miſgives you, and 


r | forebodes the time of taking venge- 
t ance for theſe iniquities to be drawing 
» MF near, conſider further, how graciouſ- 
ly you have been dealt with by having 
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20 TotheClergyand People 


had warning of your danger ; and re- 


member that the © long ſufferance of 


God is a call to repentance.” | 
It is purely for the ſake of this re- 


flexion, that I now addreſs myſelf to | 


you: I have no pleaſure in laying o- 
pen the ſhame of my country,or in ex- 
poling its nakedneſs either to friends 
or to foes; and when J conſider my 
own ſituation, 'tis a proſpect void of 
all comfort to me to ſee the condition 


of the people, over whom J have a 


charge; and, God knows my heart, 


theſe conſiderations are a pain and 


grief to my mind. 

But, Jet us not deſpair ; there is 
ſtill one remedy left, and whatever 
reaſon we have to condemn ourſelves, 
yet of this we may be ſure, that God 


has not © forgotten to be gracious.” to 


of London and Weſtminſter. 21 
him then let us turn, with hearty re- 
pentance for our ſins; and with a re- 
ſolution to do, each of us in his pro- 
per ſtation, what lies in our power to 
ſtem the torrent of iniquity which 
threatens our ruin. 

As to you my brethren of the cler- 
gy, who ſhare with me the care of the 
ſouls in theſe populous cities, let me 
exhort you, (though I truſt you want 
not to be exhorted) to awaken the 
people, to call them from the lethar- 
gy in which they have too long lived, 
and make them fce their own danger. 
Speak to them, * perſuade them as 
knowing the terrors of the Lord. 
peak to their hearts and conſci- 
ences with ſuch plainneſs as becomes 
the miniſters of the goſpel; tell them 
in * ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,” that 
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22 TotheClergyandPeople, 

ö * unleſs they repent, they muſt periſh. 
| it the warnings we have had are a call 
| on the people to repentance, remem- 
| ber they areſtill ſtronger calls on us, 
to preach repentance, and todiſcharge 
the duty we owe to God and his 
church, and to the flock of Chriſt, 
over whom we are placed. may this 
work of God proſper in our hands! 
I ſhould be wanting to the duty I 
owe to the higheſt as well as the low- 
eſt, ſhould I omit on this occaſion to 
remind thoſe who are entruſted by 
their country, with the government 
of theſe populous cities, how much 
the welfare of the people depends 
upon the faithful execution of the 
law. I pretend not to accuſe them 
particularly of negleR, a general ne- 
glect of this kind is one of the worſt 
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ſymptoms of the time; every man is 
left to do what is right in his own 
eyes, one would think there was no 


king in Iſrael. could the vile abomi- 


nable pictures of lewdneſs have been 
offered to fale in the moſt frequented 
parts of the city ; could books for 
the inſtruction of the unexperienced 
in all the myſteries of iniquity have 
been publickly cried in our ſtreets ; 
had not the laws,. and the guardians 
of the laws, bcen afleep ?— but ſure- 
ly it is high time to awake ; and to 
let people once more know, (what 
ſeems to be almoſt forgotten) that 
laws are made for the puniſhment 
of wickedneſs and vice, and for the 
maintenance of true religon. 

Government is a great truſt, and 
the powers of- it are not intended 
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24 To the Clergy and People 
merely to do honour to thoſe who 

have them, but muſt be uſed for the 
good of the community. this is a truth 
ſufficiently known, it has been ſoun- 
ded in the ears of the nation, without 
ceaſing ; but the misfortune is, that 
this doctrine has been applied ſo con- 
ſtantly to the ſupreme magiſtrate 
only, that thoſe who have ſubordi- 
nate powers derived from his autho- 
rity, forget, or are not accuſtomed, 
to make the application to themſelves. 
and yet ſurely, there is not a conſtable 
but has, in proportion to the power 
the law gives him, a truſt repoſed in 
him in behalf of his king and his 
country: thoſe who are in higher 
offices, have ſtill greater reaſon, as 
more depends upon the due exerciſe 
of their authority, to be watchful for 


of London and Weſtminſter. 25 
the community. the good of ſociety 
muſt be influenced by their condu& 
and example, one way or other. great 
officers of juſtice cannot be uſeleſs; 
without being pernicious. 

If a regard for the public is not a 
motive ſtrong enough in this caſe, let 
every magiſtrate conſider that there is 
another of infinite importance to him- 
ſelf; for if all power be the ordinance 
of God, he will undoubtedly demand 
an account of the exerciſe of it: and 
who is he, that has ſo little to anſwer 
for on his own account, as willingly 
to ſubje& himſelf to be anſwerable for 
the ſins of others, which either by his 
encouragement, or his connivance he 
makes his own! pardon the freedom 
of this addreſs; I honour and reve- 
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rence your office, and I hope I give 
you no occaſion to deſpiſe mine. 
Next to thoſe in public offices of 
power and truſt, the happineſs of the 
public depends upon thoſe who have 
the government in private families. 
here it is that the youth of the nation 
muſt be formed, and if they are ſuffe- 
red to be corrupted in their religion 
or morals before they come into the 
world, there is little hope that the 


ö a O04 


world will reform them. all wife men, 


legiſlators, and princes, have acknow- 
ledged, not only the uſe, but the ne- 
ceſſity of an early education to form 
the mind, whilſt tender, to the prin- 
ciples of honour and virtue; and what 
is more, the wiſeſt of all, the writers 
inſpired by the Holy Spirit, have re- 
quired it as a duty from parents, and 


God: even our unbelievers have {een 
how far religion depended on this 
care; and under a pretence of main- 
taining the liberty of the human 
mind, and guarding it* againſt early 
prejudices, they have endeavoured 
to perſuade the world, that children 
ſhould be taught nothing of religion, 
but be left to form notions for them- 
ſelves. they have had but too great 
ſucceſs, and we begin to fee the fruits 
of it. the children of this age, grow 
ſoon to be men and women, and are 


admitted to be partners, and witneſſes 


to the follies and vices of their pa- 
rents. thus trained and educated, 
when they come to be maſters and 
miſtreſſes of families, they anſwer ful- 
ly what was to be expected from them; 
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they are often a torment to each o- 
ther, and to themſelves, and have rea- 
ſon to bemoan themſelves for the in- 
dulgence ſhewn them in their early 
days. 
Would you ſee the effects of this 
education in all orders among us.look 
into the many public aſſemblies ; 
ſometimes you may ſee old age affec- 
ting the follies of youth,and counter- 
feiting the airs of gaiety; ſometimes 
men lying in wait to ſeduce women, 
and women to ſeduce men; and even 
children ſeriouſly employed at the 
gaming table, as if their parents were 
coficerned to form them early to the 


taſte of the age, and were afraid that 


they ſhould not ſoon enough,of them- 
ſelves, find the way to their ruin. 
Look ncar home: ſee the temptati- 
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ons of this ſort which ſurround theſe 
cities, and are indeed ſo many ſnares 
to catch your ſons and daughters and 
apprentices. can you look on, and be 
_ unconcerned? for God's ſake, and for 
the ſake of your children and your 
country take the courage to act like 
parents and maſters of families: re- 
formation mult begin in private fami- 
lies; the law and the magiſtrate can 
puniſh your children when they be- 
come wicked; but it is you, who muſt 
make them good, by proper inſtructi- 
on and proper government. if you ſuf- 
fer them to meet temptation, where 


temptation is ſure to meet them a 


complain of him who corrupts your * 
child, you are the corrupter yourſelf; 
to you heowes it, that he is undone. 
and perhaps there is not a more pro- 
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30 To rhe Clergy au People | 


voking circumſtance, nor a greater 


call for divine vengeance on a wicked 


nation, than this; that the youth are 
prepared and brought up to inherit all 
the vices of their fathers, which cuts 
off all proſpe& of reformation ; and 


ſtands as a bar between us and mercy, 


On you therefore, fathers and mo- 
thers, your country, and the church 
of God call for aſſiſtance; your endea- 
vours may go a great way towards ſav- 


ing us, and this wicked generation 


may be ſpared, for the hope of ſeeing 
the next better, 


In a word, let every man, whate- 


ver his ſtation is, do his part towards 
averting the judgements of God: let 


Every man reform himſelf, and others 
as far as his influence goes: this is our 


only proper remedy; for the diſſolute 
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' wickedneſsof the age, is a more dread- 
ful ſign and prognoſtication of divine 
anger, than even the trembling of the 
earth under us. 


To our own endeavours, let us add 


F continual and fervent ſupplications to 

the Almighty, that he would * ſpare 
© us, and not deal with us according to 
the multitude of our ſins; that he 
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would give us the grace of repentance, . 


and open our eyes to ſee, before it is 
too late, the © things which belong to 
* our falvation.' 

May the God of all mercy hear 
you, in this day of your diſtreſs! to 
© his protection, and the grace of our 
Lord Jefus, I earneſtly recommend 


* you, lam, 
Your alfectionate brother and 
ſervant in Chriſt Feſus, 


THO. LONDON. 
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